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PRESS RELEASE

Rotary Youth Exchange

A WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY!

Imagine spending a fantastic year overseas, meeting new friends, learning a language and developing a greater understanding of yourself and the world. This incredible opportunity could be yours with the Rotary Youth Exchange program which has been operating in Australia for over 50 years.
Rotary District 9780 Youth Exchange Program is now seeking secondary school students, born between 1st August 1995 and 1st August 1997, who would be interested in spending one year overseas. You will leave for your exchange in January 2013, and will live with various host families whilst attending school in their country. 
The major goals of the program are to:
· further international goodwill and understanding

· enable you to advance your education by studying in a foreign environment

· broaden your understanding of the world, by allowing you to experience overseas lifestyles and cultures different to your own
Countries available for exchange include Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France, Finland, Germany, Japan, Sweden, Switzerland and the USA. The exchange year is not a Gap year, nor is it a tourist holiday!  Successful exchange students become members of their respective host families and valuable members of their Host Community.
Any full-time student meeting the age criteria above may apply. You do not have to be a son or daughter of a past or present Rotarian. The selection is not based predominantly on academic performance. 

You must be of good character, have an outgoing, pleasant personality, demonstrate leadership qualities and have the support of your family and school. You should also be able cope well with change and be able to demonstrate the will to be a suitable ambassador.

Parents/guardians of the selected students are required to pay travel to and from the host country, insurance and for other items which may include clothing, authorised travel and other costs associated with the exchange.
During the exchange the overseas Host Rotary Club will provide accommodation, schooling and a basic allowance of $US80 per month. You generally stay with 3-5 different families and will enjoy a range of different experiences with each family.
You will undergo a thorough briefing process before leaving to ensure you are well prepared for the challenges that will arise during the exchange. You are also provided with counsellors in both your home and host Rotary clubs, and other non Rotarian contacts, with whom you can discuss any issues and report your activities. This multi-tiered system is designed to minimise any risks and allow you to make the most of your exchange.

Selection involves two stages. Initially you must be nominated by a Rotary Club and then selected by the District Youth Exchange Committee.
Applications are now welcomed from interested, eligible students.  Rotary Clubs are accepting applications and interested parties can contact Peter Kavenagh on 0418882022 or peter.kavenagh@gmail.com or your local Rotarian before 7th April 2012 
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